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Foreword

There are undoubtedly many people and organizations who still have
on their bookshelves a copy of the Proceedings of the first INFACON,
which was held in South Africa in 1974.

That first congress represented a big step forward for collaboration
among ferroalloy industries around the world, and the papers presented
demonstrated the value of the cross-fertilization that can arise in
conferences of this type. Four other INFACONs have been held, and the
International Committee has established INFACON as a much-respected
feature of technical liaison.

These two volumes contain the papers that are to be presented at the
6th INFACON, which has introduced another innovative feature by
combining the topics of chromium and stainless steel with that of
ferroalloys. There is much of common interest in these topics, and we are
sure that the combination will prove to be most interesting and valuable.

More importantly, as regards the challenges that lie ahead for the
steel industries of the world, it is vital that the producers of raw materials,
intermediate products, and final consumer products should form a
coherent chain of collaboration, coordination, and cross-fertilization.
INFACON helps to achieve this.

I sincerely hope that these proceedings will be the forerunner of
many similar conferences in the future.

R. E. ROBINSON
Chairman: INFACON 6
Organizing Committee

(xiii)
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